
    
 

 

 

     
     

 
 

     
      

 
  

  
     

    
 
  
  
  
  
    

 

 
 

   
    

      
 
     
    
      
   
   
  
  
  
      

  
  
  
  

 
 

  

Public Assistance 

The purpose of the Public Assistance (PA) program is to help State, tribal, and local governments and 
certain private nonprofit organizations recover from a declared disaster. The major forms of assistance 
are as follows: 

Debris Removal Removal of trees and woody debris, building components or contents, sand, mud, 
silt, or gravel. The removal must be necessary to eliminate threat to lives, public 
health, safety, or improved property; ensure economic recovery of a community; or 
mitigate risk by removing substantially damaged structures. 

Permanent Work Required to restore a damaged facility, through repair or restoration, to its 
predisaster design, function, and capacity in accordance with applicable codes or 
standards. Examples include permanent work on: 

• Roads and bridges. 
• Water control facilities. 
• Buildings and equipment. 
• Utilities. 
• Parks, recreational, and other facilities. 

Emergency 
Protective 
Measures 

Must be performed to reduce or eliminate an immediate threat to life, protect public 
health and safety, or protect improved property that is threatened in a significant 
way as a result of a disaster. Examples of emergency protective measures include: 

• Warning of risks and hazards. 
• Search and rescue. 
• Security forces (police and guards) in the disaster area. 
• Construction of temporary levees. 
• Provision of shelters and emergency mass care. 
• Provision of emergency medical care. 
• Sandbagging. 
• Bracing/shoring damaged structures. 
• Provision of food, water, ice, and other essential needs at distribution points for 

use by the local population. 
• Emergency repairs. 
• Emergency demolition. 
• Removal of health and safety hazard. 




