IS-0279.a Lesson Summaries
SUMMARY
Lesson 3: Regulatory Requirements
Lesson 3 covers the basics of the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) and floodplain management regulations and includes a discussion of the sources of flood hazard information. 
National Flood Insurance Program
The NFIP requires new and Substantially Improved buildings to be sited and constructed to resist flood damage.
NFIP floodplain management regulations are in 44 CFR 60.3.
Individual jurisdictions may adopt standards that are more restrictive than NFIP regulations. Lesson 3 focuses on the minimum requirements of the NFIP regulations.
Flood Hazard Information 
Communities that participate in the NFIP typically have:
Flood Insurance Study (FIS): Community’s flood history, sources of flooding, and hydraulics and hydrology
[bookmark: _GoBack]Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM): Official FEMA map that delineates a community’s Special Flood Hazard Areas and insurance risk premium zones
FISs and FIRMs can be obtained from the local floodplain manager or the FEMA Map Service Center. For information on how to use an FIS, take the FIS tutorial course.
Floodplain Management Regulations
To participate in the NFIP, a community must: 
Regulate development in floodplains in accordance with NFIP and State regulations
Ensure that the two following requirements are met before issuing a permit for development:
Buildings will be protected from damage from the base flood
New floodplain development will not aggravate existing flood problems or increase damage to other properties
Flood Insurance through the NFIP
The Flood Disaster Protection Act of 1973 expanded the NFIP to require flood insurance coverage as a condition of Federal aid or loans from federally insured banks and savings and loan institutions. 
Federally backed flood insurance is available to everyone in an NFIP community with limited exceptions.
Floodplain management regulations must meet or exceed NFIP requirements.
The Community Rating System was established to provide communities with an incentive to adopt requirements that are more stringent than NFIP requirements.
Insurance rates for pre-FIRM buildings are subsidized.
Substantial Improvement of a pre-FIRM building changes the designation to a post-FIRM building.
Insurance rates for post-FIRM structures are actuarial and are based on:
The base flood elevation established by the FIRM
Characteristics of the structure, such as elevation of the lowest floor 
Community Regulations and Permitting
Regulation of the floodplain can be accomplished by:
Designating floodways and encroachment lines 
Adopting zoning ordinances
Passing subdivision regulations
Issuing special use permits
Adopting a floodplain ordinance 
Adopting building codes
Local building officials should be consulted for applicable requirements.
