
Elements of a DPAS Rated Order 
 

The Contracting Officer/Specialist must include four required elements for DPAS rated orders, as 
described in the DPAS regulation (15 CFR Part 700) and the Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR).  The 
required elements are: 

 
1. Priority Rating:  Indicate the program’s authorized priority rating (e.g., DO-N1 for most FEMA 

programs). 

2. Delivery Date:  Specify a required delivery date or dates.  The words ‘‘immediately’’ or ‘‘as soon as 
possible’’ do not constitute a delivery date.   
 
Note:  A ‘‘requirements contract,’’ ‘‘basic ordering agreement,’’ ‘‘prime vendor contract,’’ “Request for 
Quantity (RFQ)” or “Indefinite Delivery/Indefinite Quantity (IDIQ)” contract, or similar procurement 
document is not considered a “rated order” because it does not contain a specific delivery date.  
‘‘Calls,” ‘‘requisitions,’’ and ‘‘delivery orders’’ placed under such procurement documents must specify 
a required delivery date or dates and will, therefore, be considered rated orders as of the date of their 
receipt by the contractor and not as of the date of the original procurement document. 
 

3. Signature:  Obtain the signature (written signature for a manually placed order or digital signature or 
name on an electronically placed order) of an individual authorized to sign rated orders for the person 
placing the order.  The signature or use of the name certifies that the rated order is authorized under 
the DPAS and that the requirements of the DPAS are being followed. 

4. Contract Clause:  Include a statement that reads in substance:  This is a rated order certified for 
national defense use, and you are required to follow all the provisions of the Defense Priorities and 
Allocations System regulation (15 CFR Part 700).  Specific wording for such clauses or statements is 
provided below. 

 Clause for Solicitations (FAR 52.211–14) 
[For solicitations that will be issued as rated orders] 

Notice of Priority Rating for National Defense Use (SEP 1990)  
Any contract awarded as a result of this solicitation will be a [  ] DX rated order; [  ] DO 
rated order certified for national defense use under the Defense Priorities and 
Allocations System (DPAS) (15 CFR Part 700), and the Contractor will be required to 
follow all of the requirements of this regulation. 
[Contracting Officer check appropriate box]  
(End of clause) 

 Clause for Rated Orders (FAR 52.211–15) 

Defense Priorities and Allocations Requirement (APR 2008)  
This is a rated order certified for national defense, emergency preparedness, and 
energy program use, and the Contractor shall follow all the requirements of the 
Defense Priorities and Allocations System regulation (15 CFR Part 700).  
(End of clause) 

 
For further information about the elements of a DPAS rated order, please contact the Lead DPAS Officer 
in the Office of Policy and Program Analysis (OPPA) at (202) 646-3350 or go to 
http://www.fema.gov/about/programs/dpa. 
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