
Questions To Determine Acquisition Eligibility for DPAS Support 
 
When asked to help determine if a specific FEMA acquisition activity is eligible for DPAS support, it is important 
for the DPAS Officer to gather as much information as possible.  Listening skills are critical!   

 
The questions below are examples, designed to illustrate the type of information to be gathered.   
However, the list is not all-inclusive—it may be necessary to ask additional questions in order to 
effectively determine if the acquisition activity is eligible for DPAS support.  

 
At the start of each call, record the following general information: 
• Today’s date and the DPAS Officer’s name 
• The caller’s name, title, organization/program, phone number, email address, and mailing address 
• The general purpose of the call 
(Note:  If the caller is from the private sector with questions about DPAS activity eligibility refer them to the Lead 
DPAS Officer, OPPA.)  

 
Suggested questions about acquisition eligibility include, but are not limited to: 

 
1. Has the program to be supported by the acquisition activity been determined to be DPAS eligible?   

a. If yes:  What priority rating has been assigned to the program?   
b. If no:  The program must first be determined to be DPAS eligible.   
 

2. What is the purpose of the acquisition activity and what are the items being acquired? 
 

3. Are these items “common use” items in that they (a) are commonly available in commercial markets for 
general consumption, (b) do not require major modification when purchased for program use, AND (c) are 
readily available in sufficient quantity as to cause no delay in meeting program requirements? 
a. If yes (if all three criteria apply):  These items cannot be procured with a DPAS priority rating, unless the 
      rated order is to be placed in response to a declared emergency or disaster under the Stafford Act       
     ("common use" item exception). 
   

 
 
4. Are the items being acquired in response to a declared emergency or disaster under the Stafford Act?   

 
 
a. If yes:  It can be presumed that the items are not readily available in sufficient quantity to meet program 

requirements and a rated order may be used to support the acquisition activity. 
 

 
 
5. Are the items being acquired to be used primarily for administrative purposes such as for personnel or 

financial management?    
 
 
a. If yes:  These items may not be procured with a DPAS priority rating. 
 

 
 
6. Is the request for contracts of employment?   

 
 
a. If yes:  A rated order may not be used. 

 



7. Are the items being acquired under the jurisdiction of the Department of Commerce, i.e., they are industrial 
resource items and not food, energy, healthcare, water, or transportation service?   
a. If yes: These items may be procured with a DPAS priority rating provided that none of the above 

restrictions apply (e.g., common use, administrative use item, contracts of employment). 
b. If no: And the item is a food, energy, healthcare, water, or transportation service resource, then refer the 

caller to the Lead DPAS Officer, OPPA. There is an exception for Meals Ready to Eat (MRE) and other 
packaged emergency food items. Rated orders may be placed to obtain these items pursuant to a special 
delegation of authority from USDA and DOC. 
 

Note: If the item does not fall within one of the six resource jurisdiction areas, priorities authority (DPAS or 
otherwise) will not be available to support the acquisition. 
   
At the end of the call, inform the caller whether the items can be acquired with a DPAS priority rating or that you 
will check with the OPPA Lead DPAS Officer if there is any question about acquisition eligibility.   
 
For further information or any questions about DPAS acquisition eligibility, please contact the Lead DPAS Officer 
in the Office of Policy and Program Analysis (OPPA) at (202) 646-3153 or go to 
http://www.fema.gov/about/programs/dpa. 
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