
DPAS Delegations of Authority 
 

 Defense Production Act of 1950 (DPA), as amended (50 U.S.C. App. § 2061 et 
seq.), is the primary source of Presidential authority to expedite and expand the 
supply of critical resources from the U.S. industrial base to support the national 
defense and homeland security.   

 Section 101 authorizes the President:  (1) to require acceptance and 
preferential performance of contracts and orders and (2) to allocate 
materials, services, and facilities, as necessary or appropriate to promote the 
national defense. 

 Section 702 defines the term "national defense" to include emergency 
preparedness, mitigation, response, and recovery activities conducted 
pursuant to Title VI of the Stafford Act and the protection and restoration of 
critical infrastructure. 

 Executive Order (E.O.) 13603, as amended, delegates DPA authorities to six 
Federal agencies and addresses national defense industrial resource policies 
and programs under the DPA.   

 DPAS Regulation (15 CFR 700) implements the portion of the DPA priorities and 
allocations authority delegated by E.O. 13603 to the Department of Commerce 
(DOC).  DPAS is used by Federal departments and agencies, foreign 
governments, and industry, when authorized by DOC, to ensure timely delivery of 
industrial resources needed by programs approved for DPAS support. 

 DPAS Delegation 4 (March 26, 2006) authorizes the Secretary of Homeland 
Security to place DPAS priority ratings on contracts and orders in support of (1) 
Department of Homeland Security (DHS) programs and (2) State, local, and tribal 
government programs determined by the Secretary to be necessary or 
appropriate to promote the national defense.  

 DHS Delegation 9001.1 re-delegates the DPA authorities and responsibilities 
(delegated to the Secretary of Homeland Security in E.O. 13603 and DPAS 
Delegation 4) to the Administrator of the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA).  The FEMA Administrator delegated the authority to provide 
oversight and responsibility for the functions and duties (assigned to the 
Administrator pursuant to E.O. 13603 and DPAS Delegation 4) to the Director of 
FEMA’s Office of Policy and Program Analysis (OPPA). 

 FEMA DPAS Delegation (January 7, 2010) re-delegates DPAS authority 
(delegated to the FEMA Administrator and Director of OPPA in DHS Delegation 
9001.1) to designated FEMA program officials.  This authority can be re-
delegated to subordinate FEMA program officials. 

 FEMA DPAS Directive establishes policy and assigns responsibilities for use of 
DPAS in support of FEMA; State, local, and tribal governments; and critical 
infrastructure protection and restoration programs.   

 FEMA DPAS Manual prescribes guidance and procedures to be followed by all 
FEMA personnel with responsibilities involving use of priority ratings under 
DPAS. 

For further information regarding DPAS delegations of authority, contact OPPA at (202) 646-3350 or go to 
http://www.fema.gov/about/programs/dpa. 
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