
Eight-Step Process in the decisionmaking process for projects affecting 
wetlands or floodplains. 
 
 
Step 1:  Determine Project Location Determine whether the project is located in or may 

affect a wetland or floodplain.  If not, the process is 
complete. 
 

Step 2:  Encourage Public 
Involvement 

If a proposed project is located in a wetland or a 
floodplain, notify the public at the earliest possible 
time to involve interested parties.   
 

Step 3:  Evaluate Alternatives 
 

Determine if there are reasonable alternatives to 
locating a project in a floodplain or wetland.  If 
reasonable alternatives exist, FEMA cannot locate 
the project in the floodplain or wetland. 
 

Step 4:  Assess Impact If the project must be located in or may affect the 
wetland or floodplain, then identify the full range of 
effects associated with the action. 
 

Step 5:  Minimize Impact After potential effects have been identified, 
develop feasible ways to avoid, minimize, or 
compensate for all potential adverse impacts. 
 

Step 6:  Determine Practicability 
 

Reevaluate the project to determine if it is still 
practicable given exposure to flood hazards, 
increased hazards to others, and damage to 
wetland or floodplain values. 
 

Step 7:  Provide Public Explanation Prepare and publicize an explanation of why 
affecting a wetland or floodplain is the only 
practicable alternative. 
 

Step 8:  Comply With Executive 
Orders 

Review project implementation to ensure that the 
EO requirements are fully met.  
  

 


