Typical State Roles During a Hazardous Materials Disaster

Agency/Center Responsibility

State Emergency
Management Agency

Arranges State and regional mutual aid support and provides liaison

with State agencies.

State Department of
Transportation

Assists and/or provides for identification and containment of all
materials on State highways and freeways or unincorporated county

roadways.

State Police or Highway
Patrol

Provides general control of the perimeter of the incident (regulating
traffic, for example) and will play other roles depending on State law

and incident requirements.

State Department of
Natural Resources, Fish
and Game and Regional
Water Quality Control
Boards

Provide recommendations and guidelines when hazardous materials
spills are likely to contaminate streams and/or waterways, or would

otherwise affect wildlife resources.

State OSHA Personnel

Possess technical knowledge useful to an incident commander in the
areas of exposure to, protection from, and control of hazardous
materials. In an incident in which employees have been injured due to
exposure, or in a prolonged incident, State OSHA personnel may

respond.

State Department of
Health

Employs health scientists who can help assess the potential human

impact of a toxic release.

State Department of
Environmental Protection

Can predict the environmental impact of actions recommended by

the incident commander at the site of disaster.

State and Local Fire
Marshal

Have specific expertise relating to the behavior of chemicals in the

environment and State fire codes.




