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Short term dietary requirements for farm animals during disasters —
For specific amount and type of feeds, consult your veterinarian

Animals

Amount of water per day
(higher amounts apply
to summer months)

Amount of feed
per day

In production 7-9 gal 20 lb hay

Dry cows 7-9 gal 20 lb

Heifers 3-6 gal 8-12 lb hay

Cow with calf 8-9 gal 12-18 lb legume hay

Dairy cows

Calf (400 lb.) 4-6 gal 8-12 lb legume hay

Brood sow with litter 4 gal 8 lb grain

Brood sow (pregnant) 3 gal 2 lb grain

Swine

Gilt or boar 1 gal 3 lb grain

Ewe with lamb 1 gal 5 lb hay

Ewe (dry) 3 qt 3 lb hay

Sheep

Weanling lamb 2 qt 3 lb hay

Layers 5 gal per 100 birds 17 lb per 100 birds

Broilers 5 gal per 100 birds 10 lb per 100 birds

Poultry

Turkeys 12 gal per 100 birds 40 lb per 100 birds

Horses All breeds 5-12 gal per 1000 lb 20 lb hay per 1000 lb

Cats and
Dogs

All breeds 1 qt per animal ad libitum dry food

In areas where legume hays such as alfalfa are routinely fed, this type of
hay alone is likely to provide sufficient amounts of nutrition under
emergency conditions. In other situations, 25 percent of the energy
should be supplied from oats or sweet feed and 75 percent from hay.
All horses should also be regularly fed bran as a laxative.

Identification of
animals

In large-scale disasters when many animals are evacuated, identification
of the animals and their owners is difficult. Ideally all animals should
be uniquely and permanently identified. Consider that identification
serves two purposes:

: The owner can positively identify their animal, and

: Others can trace the owner.


